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3TRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL Méx100, D.Fe, APPril 17, 19k

Noo 17009

SUBJECT: Transmitting Memoranda of Coaversations with
Mr, Lombardo Toledano by a lember of the
Staff of the Embasesy,

o e - ’L: ‘
: 5 ¢ / .
The Honerable Q/] } /
Sesretary of State,

washinstcon, DeCe
3ir:

I have the honor to i.«ssmit herewith memoranda sover-
ing two conversations whieh ifr, viilliam K. Allshlie, a uee-
retary on the staff of this Lmbassy, receatly had with Mr,
Lombarde Toledanc and at which were preseat also Mr,
Alejandro Carrillo who, as the Department knows, works
very elosely witi .r. Lombardc Toledano.

1 thin. the cepartment will find these memorands
of interest, particularly because of the statements whiech
Mr, Lombardo .oledano makes t¢ the effeet that he is not
againet the partioipation of :merican eapital in the
{ndustrial and agricultural development of Mexieo dut that
on the contrury he favors american partieipasioa doth in
the way of ocapital and teohnicians above that of other
sountries and thet he believes that sueh partieipation by
us is desiradble and necessary.

Yrom time to time the mbusay has kept the Department
informed conserning the activities of My, Lembarde Toledano
and of his fundamental attitudes, Briefly it may be said
that during the last years he has been losing eoasideradle
prest among lealcan labor leaders ani workers. It is
for this resson that !, Lomburdo Toledano has deea ea-
deavoring to increase his prestige smeng lader leaders
and workers im the other .meriean kepublios and has under~
teken these visits to the other imerican kepublies, There
is no doudt that his trips have had a ocert ussful effseot
in this oonnection because ther: is increasing evidense
that labor leaders in & good many of the other american
Repudlies are willinyi to look unon Lombardo Toledame as
their spokesman. This inoreassd prestige of Lombardo
Toledano im the other .merican hepu..ice in labor eircles
bas hud its reflex in lMexico where his prestige and in-
flusnee have somewhat augmested ia resent months,
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As the Department is aware, Mr, Lombardo Toledano is
a very intslligent man with a very penetrating mind and is
exosedingly well informed. There seems tc be little doudt
that he has peculiar fundamental eonvietions apd that he 1is
primarily an opportunist and that his prineipal guality
is his eambition and his desire for lesadership and power,
This ambition for leadership and power does not neceasarily
take the form of wishing to hold publie offiee bus it is a
very real desire for power, It is, I balieve, in this
ambition and desire that the resson for LeAddardo Toledano's
activities in the other .msriean Republies must de sought.

T™he Department knows from the reports whioh it has
resesived from our Chiefs of Mission in the osher imerican
countries which Lombardo Tolodamo has visited that he has
eonsistently made spesshes in faver of the demesracies apd
of the attitudes in the war, Wiile he has emphssized the
importanss’ of the Rusaian eontribution to the war, he has
at times in his publioc addresses made favorabkie and grudg-
iag refersaces to the Unit ed States amd L{%s war effert.

He has in these publie addresses spoken in favoradble terms
of Presideat Roosevelt but even in these same addresses has
seldom failed to bring ocut refereaces to "Amsricsn imperial-
ism” and its dangers, The De at is also aware frem the
reports of our Chiefs of Mission in the other Ameriean
sountries that wherever Lombardo Toledano has deen he has
usually head confidential mest with leaders of lador and
that in these confidential meetings he has made stro
expressions with regard to the danger of Amerieanm capital
and American imperialism and has indleated that lador in
the other Americas must unite against the infilsration of
American capital, '

The Department is also aware from recent sonfidential
despatehes of this Embassy that in several mestings on
post-war planaing in Mexieo City, Lombardc Toledano has
-::o statements with regard to the danger of .meriean capi-
tal,

In the appended memoranda the Usepartment will note that
refarence is made to a conversation which the President of
verico has had with Lombardo Toledano. I diseussed this
matter with the Miniaster of Foreiga Relatioas, Dr, Padilla,
who informas me that when I brought to his atteantion the
neetirgs sald to have been held in lexioco City on post-war
planning i» whioch Lombardo Toledwno made these statements
with res;ect to the dmnger of .merioan ocapital, the Minister

brou. 'L . informatiem to the attention of the Presideat of
Lexico. e President %old the linister that after reseiv-
in. & i: information he had had & talk with Lombardo Toledano
and ¢ .ve ni 1ls own views with regurd to the neocessity of
the .- ticisution of -merienr -apital and technicians in any
fndustri il and aso_cuatural develorient of Mexieo. The

cre:l ont tol. , vedills that Lumbardo Toledano had in-

¢lcated that he was willing to go along with such a program
of partieipatiom of imerican capital and teohniclans,

The politieal situation in MHexico, as in some other
countries ineluding our own, is somewhat sonfused at this

tine,

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/07/27 : CIA-RDP20-01226R000100040022-5



Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/07/27 : CIA-RDP90-01226R000100040022-5

-3‘

time. In Mexieo, as in our own country, Fresidential
elections are in proaspest although they are further off
than our own, There is reason %o believe that the rresi-
dent of Mexieo has reestablished a certain ocontuot with
Lombardo Toledano whioh he had formerly had but which for
over a year had been interrupted. There is reason to be-
lieve that the President of Mexieo feels that the sctivities
of Lombardc Toledano can be somewhat eontrolled and eanalized
and that by his renewed ocomtast with Lombarde Toledano he

is endeavoring to 4o so, There is no douMt that the Presi-
deat of Maxieo has made elear to Lombardo Toledano his own
views with regard to the e of the partieipation

of Amerioan eapital and teshnisians if Mexico is t0 make
any progress in industrial and agricultural develepment, and
which pregress the I'resilent feels so essential for the
future of the country.

The appended memoranda of sonversatioas whioch Mr,
Allshie of this Embassy had with Lombarde Toledano must,
thersfore, bde viewsd in the light of the reeeat coanversa-
tions whioh Lombarde Toledano undoudtedly has had with the
Presideat of Mexieo. It would appear that Lembardo Toledano
is endeavering at lesst to render lip service to the idea of
the partieipation of :mcriean capital, adeve other, iam the
development of Mexican industry smd agriculturse, 3o far
Lombardo Toledano has not given publie expressioa to
this idea, ‘hether he will &0 s0 in pudlie, ¢an only be
dstermined dy future developmenats.

It will de noted from the appended memoranda of con-
versations with ombarde Toledane that he is very anxious
to establish what he ealls personsl sontast with me., In
this respect I should like $0 say that whenever Lombardo
Toledano has expressed any desire to see me I have always
seen him and have been prepared to talk with him rrukl{.

I have seen his primeipal assooiate, ¥r., Alejandro Carrillo,
mush more frequently, I have never refused to see Lombardo
Toledano and I have not avoided seeing him., On the cther
hand, «s the ‘mbussador of my ecuntry in Mexieo, I have not
felt it desirable or proper that I should make any advances
towards Lombardo Toledano or that I sheuld have eontianuous
ocontaet with him for this would becoms a matter of pudlie
knowledge and would not, im my opinion, be eondueive to our
best interest, If it were knowa in Mexioo that the American
Ambassador had eless and continuous contast wish lLombardo
Toledane, which is the form of eoatact whieh Lombardo Toledano
desires, it would give a very wide impressioan in Mexieo

that the imeriean Ambassador wus interfering in the inter-
nal afr.irs of Mexico and this is something whieh in any
Chiel of 1ission of our country in Mexiso must mstieulously
avolad,

On the other hund, lLombardo Toledano desires to have
a rather intimate and rather oonatant contaot with me per-
sonally becsuse I the use which lLe could make of sweh

oontaot
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sontaot und there is no gquestion from our knowledge of
Lombardo Toledanc of the use which he would make of sush
eontact,

Lombardo Toledanc has been named by the President of
Mexico as the laber memder of the Mexicam Delegation to the
mesting of the Interaational Labor Office which 1ia to be
held very shertsly iam Philadselphia, This naming of Lombardo
Toledano as the lader represeatative is ia itself sigaificant
for he does not really represent Mexiean lador smong whioh
he has lost so mueh prestige. The faot, therefore, that he
has deen named the Maxiean Coveramsnt as a member of this
four man Commission to represent Mexieo at this meeting is
an indieation that the Presideat has found it desiradle to
estadblish eloser comtact with Lombardo Toledamno thaa he has
had at least for the last year or more.

. This Embasay is of the opinion and I am very mwh of
the opinioa thst Lombarde Toledano has not ehanged any of
his fundamental attitudes towards the United States or towards
American eapital, He $s as dlstrustful of the United 3tates
as be has always been. Yhils he claims that hs is not a
Communist and may not be a Cormunist, his interest i»
fundamentally in Soviet Lessia rather than ia any other
country, His main purpose i3 to besoms the lsader of Latin
Ameriean labdor and to exereise power as sush. He is very
much disturbed bdeemuse he has never been able t0 establish
close contast with My, Lewis and with sertain leadsrs of
the CI0, JMore resently, however, the leaders of the CIO
in the United .tates have shown ocnsiderable distrust of
Lembardo Toledano and lack of Sesire to work with him, It
appears, therefore, that both the A.¥e Of Le and the CIO
and American labior in ﬂneral have little interest in
Lombardo Toledanb und his ideass This is undoubtedly
one of the eauses of precccupation to Lombardo Toledano
for his imfluenes und ea) u.{ for leadership of lador in
the other Ameriocan Republies is hampered if he camnet
establish more collaborative and sympathetis relatioaships
with the leading labor organisasions in the United 3tates,

I am sending this information to the Departmeat for
t+3 confidential background, hthile Lowmbardo Toledano is
in the United States he will undoudtedly have contact with
various people and will endeaver t0 have sontsot with var-
ious people im our Governmsnt, while it is not wise to
refuse to have sush contaet, it ahould be kept as limited
as poaaible bessuse there is mo stion that the principal
reason why Lombarde Toledano desires this sontast is to
advance his own persenal position and to use sueh sontact
to udvance such personal position. Thers is, however, no
doubt that already he has asquired unususl prestige among
labor leaders and labor organisetions in a goed many of the
other .mericun Republies which qi:mnu{ are diaposed to
let Lombardo Toledano uct as their principel spokeaman., In
any coanverstior= which offiocial persons in ouwr Government
may have with Lombardo Toledans, I would suggest that thers
be great eautioa for u{ statements whish are made by any-
one in conversation with him usually appear ia one of his
publis speeshes at unexpected momeants. Aill of his speeches

which
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whieh are long and impassioned amd improvised usuelly ocon-
tain references to eoaversations which he has had with high
persons and there is no statement whioch is made to Lembardo
Toledano which he considers as a confidemtial one ir is
serves his purpose in one of his improvised addressed.

one of the prineipal taings whieh some of ths Latin
American delegations and undoubtedly Lombardo Teledano will
urge at this meesing of the ILO is the duigution by all of
the Ameriean oouatries of "labor attashes” in thelir variocus
missions, What Lombarde Toledans is interested ia and what
some of these lader leaders are intereated in 1is the estad-
1ishment of such labor attaches to:.r.rmu ir
own., I thimk there is a growing % ney, if mot alresdy appro-
val, in our owa Goveramsat of shis idea of labor attashes.
The Departmeant is aware of my owm opinion dased o thirt
years of experiemve i the Yoreiga Service thats the sppoint-

of the staff of the mission and that shis be mwsh more
effective in every way thaan the deeigaation of laber attashes
and will have mone of the seriows imsonveniences whish will
scecmpany in dus eourss the designation of lador attaeches,

If our Goverameat asesdes to this idea am vegins the desig-
nstion of lador attaches, it will opea the way for all of the
American countriss to do so.

Respectlfully yours,

Eneloauress
Memoranda

Pile No. 850.4 lLowbardo Toledano

GBI NA

To Departmsnt in original aund four oopiss
Enelosures - original and one eopy Only.
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